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8. Modeling using HOMER –
Part 2 

Practice 2 & Grid-Connected Micropower
System

Charles Kim, “Lecture Note on Analysis and Practice for Renewable Energy Micro Grid Configuration,” 2013. www.mwftr.com
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Course Contents and Schedule 
a Day 4

`HOMER Simulation 2
⌧Grid Data Details
⌧Grid-Connected System Design

`Team Practice
⌧Isolated or Grid-Connected Power System Design

a Day 5
⌧Team Presentation
⌧Summary and Conclusions



On SWERA
a 2001: The Solar and Wind Energy 

Resource Assessment (SWERA) 
` began with support from the Global 

Environment Facility within the United 
Nations Environment Program 
(UNEP) with contributions by many 
national agencies.

`SWERA was initially a country-centric 
project focused on the production of 
National Solar and Wind Assessments 
supporting renewable energy decision 
makers in 13 countries within a global 
framework that included several 
continental datasets.

`Ethiopia, Kenya, Ghana, Bangladesh, 
China, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Cuba, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondurans, 
and Nicaragua
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SWERA

a 2005: support from NASA, SWERA began the transition 
into a global decision support system (DSS) with 
integrated tools including prototype small hydropower 
assessments to complement the solar and wind 
assessments. 
`NASA global renewable energy assessments and 

climate data were integrated into SWERA to provide 
global coverage and a more complete portfolio of 
information needed to assess the global renewable 
energy potential.

`United States National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) contributed renewable energy 
expertise and 27 national data sets. 
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Data Set

a Data obtained from the NASA Science Mission Directorate's satellite and 
re-analysis research programs

a Parameters were validated based on recommendations from partners in the 
energy industry

a Continued to adapt and tailor updated and new data sets from NASA’s 
satellite observation analysis and modeling program.

a The Clouds and Earth’s Radiant Energy System (CERES) computes the 
most accurate global surface radiation fluxes using radiance and retrievals 
to date. These fluxes include the computation of direct and diffuse fluxes.

a Other data: tilt irradiance, direct normal irradiance, global horizontal 
irradiance, wind, relative humidity, atmospheric pressure, air temperature, 
etc. 

a For Solar, NASA data exist for 22 years globally.
a Other data sets:  40-km data available for much of the world, and 10-km 

data for countries and regions.
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HOMER practice 2: Making a New file from scratch
a HOMER
a File > New
a Click “Add/Remove”
a Select: Primary Load, PV, Wind Turbine 1, Converter, and Generator1

a Click “OK”
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Load Data
a HOMER buttons appear        
a NOW click the load button
a Type in the load [kW] every hour period
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Load Profile Example

a Load Data Example
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Alternative way for Solar and Wind Resources ---
Import XLM File from SWERA

a 1. Find Lat & Lon of your location
a 2. On SWERA

`Type in Lat & Long 
`Click “Get Homer”
`From the XLM data screen

⌧CTRL+S (save to an XLM file)

a 3. Now with HOMER
`File>”Import XLM”
`Wind Resources are automatically filled
`Solar Resources are automatically filled

⌧Lat N, Long E Æ marking error
⌧But kWh/m2 is kept the same.
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How about Load Profile for this Mobile Security on Demand?

a Mobile security: 2 PV, 4 cameras, Digital recording, battery charger circuits, 
battery status of charge monitoring and wireless alerting.
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Generator Information
a Now arrow appears 

from AC bus to load
a Click “Generator”
a Size: 5.0 kW
a Capital: $2000
a Replacement: $2000
a O&M: $0.02/hr
a Sizes to consider:      

0, 2.5kW, 5.0kW
a Minimum load 

capacity: 30%
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Wind Turbine Information
a Click Wind Turbine 1

a Quantitty:1
a Capital: $30000
a Replacement: $25000
a O&M: $500/yr
a Sizes to consider 

(Qty): 0, 1, 2, and 3
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Wind Resources

a Click Wind 
Resources Button

a Location of your 
choice
`Your small store
`Your side of street 

lights
`Your (future) 

vacation home

a Find Latitude and 
Longitude

a Find Wind Speed 
[m/s] using SWERA
or WINDFINDER

a Type in the speed 13



PV Information
a Click “PV”
a Size: 2kW
a Capital: $7000
a Replacement: 

$7000
a O&M: $0/yr
a Sizes to 

consider: 0, 
2kW, 4kW

a
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Solar Resources Information

aType in the solar radiation data 
obtained from SWERA
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Converter Information
a Converter (DCÆ AC)
a Size: 1kW
a Capital: $800
a O&M: $0
a Sizes to consider: 0, 1, 2 kW

16



Diesel Resources Information 
a Fuel Price: $0.8/L
a Sensitivity Price: $0.8, 1.6, 2.4/L
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Emission Information

a CO2: $3/ton
a CO: $0
a C02: Sensitivity Data {0, 1, 2, 3}

18



Simulation
a Optimization Result

a Electrical 
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Sensitivity Analysis
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HOMER – Input Summary Report

a HOMER Produces An Input Summary Report:
`Click HTML Input Summary from the File menu, or click the toolbar 

button:
`HOMER will create an HTML-format report summarizing all the relevant 

inputs, and display it in a browser. From the browser, you can save or 
print the report, or copy it to the clipboard so that you can paste it into a 
word processor or spreadsheet program. 
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HOMER – Simulation Result Report
a HOMER Produces A Report Summarizing The Simulation Results

` Just click the HTML Report button in the Simulation Results window:
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What is this message for?

a Those messages mean that:
` you need to expand your search space to be sure you have found the 

cheapest system configuration. 
` If the total net present cost varied with the PV size in this way, and you 

simulated 10, 20, 30, and 40 kW sizes, HOMER would notice that the 
optimal number of turbines is 40 kW, but since that was as far as you 
let it look, it would give you the "search space may be insufficient" 
warning because 50 kW may be better yet. 

` It doesn't know that until you let it try 50kW and 60kW. 
` If you expanded the search space, HOMER would no longer give you 

that warning, since the price started to go up so you have probably 
identified the true least-cost point.
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HOMER: Grid-Connected Micro-Power system
a Place: A commercial/retail in 

Seoul/Cheonan/Byungchon
a This project investigates the options 

for providing electricity to the 
commercial/small store using wind, 
solar, or diesel power.  

a It also analyzes the impact of 
different assumptions about the 
wind resource, fuel price, and 
required system reliability.

a Solar Resources: Actual data via 
Internet

a Wind Resources: Wind speed data
a Load: 35kWh/d and 4.5 kW peak
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Components and Constraints
a Components:

`PV: Default performance: 1kW [0, 2, 4 kW]
`Wind Turbine: 3kW [Qty 0 1 2 3]
`Diesel Generator: 5 kW is considered (peak load is 4.5 kW)

⌧ Fuel: $0.3/L [0.3, 0.5, 0.7]
⌧ Limit Consumption: 5000 L/year

`Batteries: Marine Battery [6V, 1167 Ah]  [0 10 20 30]
` Inverter: 10kW size. (cost: $1250/kW) [0, 2, 4, 6, 8 kW]
`Grid: Single rate at $0.15/kWh; Sellback at $0.15/kWh; Demand 

Charge at $5.0/kW/month
a Economics:

`Real interest rate: 8%
`Project lifetime: 25 years
`System fixed capital cost: $6000

⌧ It represents balance of system and distribution system costs that cannot be allocated 
to a specific component.

a Reliability:
`Maximum Annual Capacity Shortage: 0% [0.0, 0.1]
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Start HOMER
a New File
a Component and Resources

` Load, Diesel
`PV, Battery
`Wind  
` “System is connected to grid”
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Solar Resources
a Latitude, Longitude, Time Zone, Get Data of your location
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Wind Resources
a Type in Wind Speed Data
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Diesel Resources
a $0.5/L
a Sensitivity: [$0.3, 0.5, 0.7]/L
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Component: Load Input
a Type in hourly load [kW]
a [0000 – 1200]: 2, 2, 2, 2, 2, 7, 7, 2, 2, 4, 4, 7 kW
a [1300 - 0000]: 7, 7, 8, 8, 8,12, 12, 12, 12, 12, 8, 8 kW
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Component: Diesel Input
a 8kW generator
a Sensitivity: [0, 2, 4] kW
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Component: Grid Input
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Component: PV Input

a1kW, $6900, $6900, $0/yr
a[0, 2, 4] kW for sensitivity analysis
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Component: Wind Turbine Input
a Generic 3kW DC
a Quantity [0,1, 2, 3] for sensitivity analysis
a Cost: $11000, $7000, $200/yr
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Component: Battery Input
a Rolls/Surrette 1156 Ah 6V
a Cost per unit: $1200, $1100, $50/yr
a Quantity [0, 10, 20, 30] for Sensitivity
a 1 per string

36



Battery Sizing
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Battery Blues ?

a Batteries from Remote
a Youtube link: 

http://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?feature=player_detailpag
e&v=63mn4iDYL_c

aRefer Battery Sizing 
examples in the lectures 
on Solar Energy --- “the 
number of usable days” 
requirement/suggestion
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Review - Battery Sizing
a Statistical nature of weather
a No set rules about how best to size battery storage except the cost trade-

off
a Battery system of meeting demand 99% of the time may be 3 times higher 

in cost than that of meeting 95% of the time.
a The number of days of storage to supply a load in the design month [the 

month with the worst combination of insolation and load]
a Days of “usable battery storage” needed for a stand-alone system
a Nominal Battery Storage -- 3 days
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Review - Battery Sizing 

a Nominal rated storage vs. usable storage:

a Variables:
`MDOD (maximum depth of discharge): 0.8 for lead-acid; 

0.25 for auto SLI
`(T,DR): Discharge Rate Factor under a given 

Temperature
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Review - Battery Sizing Example
a A cabin near Salt Lake City, Utah, has an ac demand of 3000 

Wh/day in the winter months. A decision has been made to size the 
batteries such that a 95% system availability will be provided, and a 
back-up generator will be kept in reserve to cover the other 5%.  
The batteries will be kept in a ventilated shed whose temperature 
may reach as low as −10◦C. The system voltage is to be 24 V, and 
an inverter with overall efficiency of 85% will be used.

a SOLUTION APPROACH
` 1. AC load Æ DC load demand (with 85% inverted efficiency)
` 2. Battery Capacity (Ah)
` 3. Usable storage (Ah) – Use the nominal 3 day storage
` 4. Nominal capacity (Ah)

⌧ Assumption:  80% deep discharge ÅMDOD
⌧ Assumption:  97% discharge rate Å (T,DR)

` 5. Battery Bank Design
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Review - SOLUTION - details
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Review - MathCad Solution
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Review- MathCad Solution
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Review - Battery Selection - Example

a 871 Ah @ 24V
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Component: Converter Input
a 10kW
a Cost: $12500, $12500, $100/yr
a [0, 2, 4, 6, 8kW] for sensitivity analysis
a Inversion Efficiency 90%
a Rectification Efficiency 85%
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Other: Economics

a Real annual interest: 8%
a Project Lifetime: 25 years
a System fixed cost: $6000

` It represents balance of system and distribution system costs that cannot be 
allocated to a specific component.
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Other: System Control
a Simulation Time Step: 1 hr (60 min)
a Dispatch Strategies: 

`load following
`cycle charging

⌧Charge state set point: 80%
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Other: Constraints Input

aMax annual capacity storage: 0%  [0.0, 0.1] for 
sensitivity analysis

a Operating Reserve: 10% of hourly load
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Emission Input (Optional)
aCO2 Emission Limit
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Simulation
a Calculate: Optimization Result
a Categorized

a Overall
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Result: Electrical & Cash Flow
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Sensitivity Analysis
a Wind Speed (x) vs. Diesel Price  with 0% capacity shortage
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Sensitivity Analysis

a Diesel Price(x) vs. Wind Speed (y) with 0.05% capacity shortage
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Capacity Shortage Impact
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Surface Plot View

a PV Array Capacity
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Surface Plot View
a Wind Power 
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Surface Plot View
a Grid Purchase
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What we have learned so far

aHOMER
`Editing an example code

⌧Resources and components
⌧Simulation (“calculate”) and Optimization
⌧Result interpretation

`Creating a design of code
⌧For your system
⌧Resources and components
⌧Simulation and optimization

aWe are ready to do something more our own !!
`Team Project (Now)
`Team Project Demonstration/Presentation (Tomorrow)
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